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BY ORSON S. MURR A

" Beligions Miscellany,

AN ANOEL STANDING By.—We read
of & ceatain, youth in the early days of
Christianity, (these periods of heroic suf.
fering und heroic paiieace and legandary
wouder to which 1 have alrendy ventured
tocall your attation)—we read of a Chtis.
tisn on whom his persecutors had put in
ice a_more than common share of
their cruel ingenuity, that by his torments
et those who will, or can, go through
the horrible detil€) they might compel
pimto deny his Lord und Savior.  Afier
¢ long endarance of those
jeased him in woader at his obstinacy. —
His Christian brethren are said 10 have
wondered 100, and to have asked him by
what mighty faith he could so strangely
subdue the violence of the fire, as thuy
peither & CFy nor a groan escape him,— |
“I was indeed most punful,” was the no-
ble youl's reply § « but an angel s:00d by
me whed my anguish was ai the worst,
with bis finger pointed 10 Heaven.” Oh |
thou, whoever thou art, that ar tempted |
1o commit a sin, do thou think on deuath,
aud that thought will be an angel unto!
thee! The hope of heaven will ruise!
thy courage above the fiercest threaten-
ings of the world; the fear of hel| will
b its persuasions of their enchantments!
aod the very exirémity of thy trial magl

isell contribute to animare thy exertions
by the thought that the greater thy endur-
sice now, the greater will be iny reward
berew hcr.-—fshop Heber.

Tae riesr Jov or Tue Curistian.—
Grievious, irdevd, is their misunderstand-
ing of the Gogpel, who think that peace
must be postponed till we know that holj-
aees is in progress within us, and that re-
polance is “going onwards even unio per-
fection. It is true, that without holiness
00 man can see God; and it is as troe,
(hat ualess we repent we shall perish,— |
But just as the man who had the offer of
reconcilintion laid by an offended neigh-
bor at his door, ought not to posipone his
[oy \i'l the hour of certain easy aud prac-
ticuble formalities ; so nvither ought we
10 postpone it till the time when we know
that repentance und holiness have been
mlihﬁnpon our characters, And tha,
pot becavse these graces are easily at-
winable by us, but because these graces
areactually included as so many offers in
the commimication of the Gospel; be-
cause God holds them out for vur necept-
unee, just as effectually as he holds out
pardos for our aceeptance ; because he in
whom all sufficiency dwells, promisvs 10
make his grace sufficient for every one of |
our necesshivs; because he, who has giv
en us his own Bon, pledges himsell to
tll who receive the gifi, that he will also
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IPAYABLE WITHIN FOUR MONTHS,

BRANDON, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1839.

'the ‘season of the year was such that a
great portion of the inhabitanis were con.
fined to labor a1 home, yet God met them
in_their fields, and brought them to the
evening meetings. They came miles
with torch in hand ; and were made Lhe

judges of the degree of faith that is to be
reposed in the bearers of that communica-
ton. We may know and appreciate the
patural signs of veracity. There is a
tone, and a manner characteristic of hon-

convincing. ‘I'here may be a concur-

happy recipieats of Divine grace,
The converts as soon as they received

as fearless and bold soldiers of the cross

{of Christ, testifying to all that God had
paing they re. | POWer on earth to forgive sins. So en-

guged were the young disciples, that even
while the meeting was in progress they
went into different neighborhoods and set
up meetings—called forward the anxious
and enguged iu prayer for the salvation of
their souls. “T'hrough this means the re-
vival was extended, and converis were |
multiplied. At the close of the meeling,
I'th.d the happiness of waiting upon sev-
en in the ordinance of bapiism. Last
Sabbath I labored with that people, bap-
tized twelve, aud gave the right hand of
fellowship 1o uweuty, who for the first time
came forward with the church 19 com-

| memorale the dying love of Christ in the

sacrament of the Lord’s supper.

How many have passed from death un-
to life will be known at that day when
God shall make up his Jewels. I think
I was never engaged in a revival where
the converts seemed to get so clear an ev-
idence of adoption and give that evidence |
to others—where God was so manifestly
present, and there was so liule opposition
—where the car of salvation moved with
so liule effort, and so liule obstruction.—
In view of what God has done for this
fecble chureh, we are led to exclaim, * what
hath God wrought’ The church are
now destitute of a pastor. May the great
Head of the church direct some one of
bis servants that way to break unto them
the bread of life. Yours, truly,

M. D. MiLLER.
Daaville, Oct. 6, 1839.

P.8. Brother J. Baldwin, (who by the
way took a prominent part in the labors
at Hardwick, has just closed a protracted
meeting at Walden, which was attecded
withcons derablesuccess. Brother Grant
is labering with brother Burrows at Pas-

with him freely give them all things.—
The man who only hears the offer of
pirlon upon repentance as a contingency
(] "hich depends upoa himself, may well
heauch an aunouncement without be-
lig giaddened nnd tranqoilized by it,—
Bat let a man hear the offer in the whole
comprehensiveness of its terms; let him
perevive that repentance, as well as (he
lemission of sius, is included in jt; kit
B fin un lerstand, that G Jd ho!ds out %o him
Wl '0 the Gospel a sanc ifying Spirit as well
s an atouing Sacrifice, und 1hen let holi-
News be represented to be as indis; ensi-
ble to heaven as it may, o sense of im-
potency whatever will intercept the peace
which onght 10 fl'w in upon his heart
liom such a communication. From the
moment that he closes with these over-
lires, he may have pence; and the point
# which he recognizes in the gospel the

view of him who, when he comnanded. ‘ On the Principles of Historical Evidence,

mide the winds and the waters to obey,
marks the point at which the dark and

sumpsic. ‘T'he work of the Lord is there
going on. We expect brother Gram 1o
assist us in Danville, in a protracted meet-

ing, as soon as he closes his labors at
Passumpsic. I give this notice, as per-
sons ofien wish to correspond with broth-
er Grant, but know not where to direet.

M. D. M.

Under the head below, | design to give, in several
successive future pupers, a uomber of articles
from the peu of Thomas Chalmers, of Glasgow,—
These discourses are taken iuto the Edinburgh
Eucyclopedia, aud form the substance of the arti-
tle under the head, Cliristiunity, in that work. [t
needs attention and care in reading thein. And
they will besr reuding wmore thav ouce. The arti-
cles will ot ull be us lung as the first.

EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY.
Chapter 1.

and lheir Application to the Question
of the truth of Cnristiunity.

karlul agitarions of a sinner’s bosom
should cease into a calm.'— Chalmers.
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For the WM
Revival in Hardwick Baptist Charche
Grother Murray :—As it is always

“erring to.the frieads of Christ to hear

of of His cause, I send you
* $hof Sgcount of a late revival in Hard-
wick,

At the last session of the Association,
1 June last, the brethren who attended
‘Ithal church were awakened 1o re-
"*Wed energy and zeul in laboring fortle
Merests of Zion. Ja the monta of July,

Were a verbal commuuicauion to come
to us Irom a person st a distance, there
1are two ways i which we might uy to
satisly ourscives, that this was a true
comnunication, and that there was no im-
posution n the affair.  We might either
sit in examivativn upou the suustance of
the wwessage; and then from what we
koew of the person trom whom it pro-
fessed 10 come, judge whether it was prob-
able that such a message would be seut by
hun ; or weinizht sil iu exumivation upos
the credibility of the messengers.

It is evideut, that in carrying on the
first examination, we might be subject to
very greal uncertainty. ‘U'he professed
autnor of the communication in guestion
may live at such a distance fiom us, that
we may never have it in our power%o
verify his message by any personal con-
| versution with him.  We way be so far
ignoraut ol his character aud designs, as
0 be unqualified 1o judge of the kind of

‘0 were added to the church by baptiem.
'he 1m penitent began 1o feel serious in

Yiew of their lost.condition ; and the voice |

I God seemed 10 be, *arise, shine, for
‘iy light is come, and the glory of the
Lord hath risen upon thee !

On the 28th of August, o
Tieeting was beld with the church, which

"5 proteacted for Learly three weeks,—
F very commencemnent, some were
“iring what they: shoold do 1o be saved, | T
with his people, and at-

A the

God way present
1 consgiences of those who
" b oughe forth fruit
“ihg power of God

qﬁnﬁerly-

rd; and;

$ e
yd'|of the wessengers. We may be no judg-
Jting thepe | of the kind

com:manication that should proceed from
{ bim. ‘'I'o«siimate aright the probable au-
thenticity of the wmessage from what we
know of is author, weuld require an ac-
quaintance with his plaps, and views, and
circumstances, of which we may not be
in possession, \\e may bring the great.
est degree of ragacily lo this investiga-
tion; but then the highest sagaciv is of
no avail, when there is an vasufficiency
of data.  Qur ingenuity nay be unbound-
ed 3 but thea we way want the materials.
be principle which we assume wmay be
untrue in iself, and therefure may be fal-
lacious ia its apphication, ) )

, us, we may derive very little light
from our first argument. But there is
ill a second in reserve,—the credibility

of eo:numnicalipq whi::p_ is

an evidence of pardoned sin, stood forlhl

be their substantial agreement. There
may be the total want of any thing like
coucert or collusion among them. Theie
muy be their determined and unanimous
perseverance, in spite of all the increduli-
ty and all the opposition which they meet
with.,  The subject of the communication

may be 8o unreasonable, as to wreak our
unpleasant feeling vpon the bearers of it
la this way, they may not only have no
earthly interest 1o deceive us, but have the
strongest inducement possible to abstin
frons insisting upon that miessage which
they werecharged wo deliver. ~ Last of all,
us the conclusive seal ol their autheutici-
'y, tbey wmay all agree in giving usa
watchword, which we previously knew
could be given by none but their master ;
and which none but his messengers could
ever obwin the possession of. lIn this
way, unfruitful as all our efforts wa
have been upon the first subject of exaw-
ination, we may derive from the second
the most decisive evidence, that the mess-
age in question isa real nessage, and was
actuilly transmiued to us by ns prolessed
author.

Now, this consideration applies in all
ils paris to a message from God. I'he
argament for the truth of this message re-
solves itsell into the same two topics of
examination. We may sit in judgment
upon the subject of the message; or we
may sit in judgmeat upon the credibility
of its bearers.

The first forms a great part of that ar-
gument for the trath of the Christinn reji-
gion, which comes under the head of its
inlernal evidences. The substance of the
message is neither more nor less, than
that particular scheme of the divine.ccon-
omy which is revealed to us in the New
Testament; and the point of inquiry is,
whether this scheme be consistent with
that knowledge of God and his auributes
which we previously are in possession
of?
It appears to many, that no effectual ar.

gument can be founded upon this consid-

eration, because they do not count them-
selves enough acquainted withthe designs

or character of the being from whom the
message professes to have come, Were

the author of the message sume distant and

unkonown individual of our own species,
we would scareely be entitled 10 found an

argument upon any comparison of ours,
betwixt the imporu of the message and the
character of the individual, even though

we had our general experience of kuman
nature to help us in the speculation.—
Now, of the invisible God, we have no
experience whatever. We are siill fur.
ther removed from all direct and personal

observation of him or of his counsels.—
Whether we think of the eternity of his
governinent, or the mighty range of is
influence over the wide departments of
natureand providence, he stands ut such a
distance from us, as to make the manage-
ment of his empire a subject inaccessible
to all our faculties.

It is evident, however, that this does
not apply to the second topic of examina-
tion. The bearers of the message were
beings like ourselves; and we can apply
our safe and certain experience of man 1o
their conduct and testimony. We may
know too little of God, to found any argu-
ment upon the coincidence which we con-
ceive 1o exist between the subject of the
message and our previous conceptions of
its avthor. But we may kuow enough of
M0 o prenounce upon the credibility of
the messengers. Had they the manner
and physiognomy of bonest men? Was
\beir testimony resisted, and did they per-
severe in it? Had they any interest in
fabricating the message ; or did they sof-
fer in consequence of this perseverance ?
Did they suffer to such a degree, as to
constitute a _satisfving pledge of their in~
tegrity? Was there more than one mes-
senger, and did they agree as to the sub.
stance of that communication which they
made to the world? Did they exhibit
any special mark of their office as the
messengers of God ; such a mark as none
but God could give, and none l?ut his ap-
proved messenzers could obtain the pos-
session of 7 Was this murk the power of
working miracles; and were these mira-
cles: S0 obviously addressed 1o the senses,
us to leave no suspicion of deceit behind
them? These are questions which we
feel our competency to take up, aud to de-
cide upon. ‘They lie within the legiti-
mate boundaries of human observation ;
ard upon the solution of these do we rest
the question of the truth of the Christiaa
religion. s

This, then, is the state of the guestion
with those to whom the message was
origioally addressed. They bad person-
al access to the messengers; aud the
evidences of their veracny lay before
them. They were the eyeand ear-wit-
nesses of those faets which occurred at
the commencement of the Christian reli-
gion, and upon which its credibility rests.
What wet their observation must have
been enough to satisfy them ; but we live
at the distance of nearly 2000 years, and
is there enough to satisfy us? Those
 foers, which cunstitate the evidence for
Christianity, might have been crelible

t'them ; botisthere any way by which

and conviacing to them, if they really saw

esty, which may be both intelligible und Cap

rence of several messengers. There may | d

may be most unpalatable 10 us; and we|k

y {lore, that a couviction of the truth of past

'in their minds, Christianity is allied with

s
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fthey can be rendered credible and con-
ivmcmg to us, who oaly read of them ?—
What * is the expedieat by which the

! knowledge and beliel of the men of other
limes can be transmited to posteriy 7—
e distinguish between a corrupt and

a Liithful transmission? Have we evi-
| ence before us, by which we can ascer-
tain what was the belief of those 10 whom
the message was first communicated ?—
And can the belief which existed in their
| minds be derived 10 ours, by our sitting in
Judgment upon the reasons which pro-
duced it ?
The surest way in which the beliefand

aowledge of the men of forwer ages can
be transmited 10 their descendauts, is thro’
the medium of writen testimony ; and it
18 lortunate for us, that the records of the
Christian religion are not the only lis-
torical documen:s which have come down
tous. A great variety of iformation bas
come down 10 us in this way; and a great
part of that inlormation 1s as firly be-
iicvr_d, and as confidently proceeded upoun,
as If the thing narrated had happened I
within the lunus of our eye-sight. No,
ian doubts the invasion of Britain byJu-{
lius Csar; and no man doutts, there-

eveuts may be fairly produced in the miud
by the instrumentality of a written memo-
rial.  This is the kiod of evidence which
18 chicfly appealed 10 for the truth of an-
cieat history ; aud it is counted suuslying
evicence for all that part of it, which is re.
ceived and depended upon.

In laying before the reader, then, the
evidence for the truth of Christianity, we
{do not cail his mind 10 any singular or
‘-unPFGCedemt‘d exvrelses of 1ts facultivs. —

We call him 10 pronounc: upon the credi-
| bility of written documents, whick prulcssl
to have been published at a certain age,
and by certain authors. The inquiry 1o
volves in it no principle which is not ap-
pealed to every day in guestions ofurdlu-\
ary criticism. 'I'o sit in judgment on the
credibility of a written docuinent, is a fre-
quent and familiar exercise of the under-
standing with literary men. It is fortun-
ate for the human miud, when so idterest.
ing a question as its religious faith can
be placed under the tribunal of such evi-
deace as il is competent 10 pronounce up-
on. It was foriuna:e for those to whom
Christianity (1 professed communication
lrom heaven) was first addressed, that '
they could decide upon the genuineness
of the communication by such familiar and
every-day priociples, as the marks of
trath or falsehood in the human bearers
of that communication. And it is fortun-
ate for us that when, after that communi-
cation has assumed the form of a historic-
al document, we can pronounce upon the
degree of credit which should be atached
to it, by the very same exercise of mind
which we so confidently engage in, when

|

the weaknesg of superstition ; and they
feel that they are descending when they
bring down their amewtion 10 a subject
which engrosses s0 such respeet aud ad-
miration from the vulgar.

It appears 10 us, shat the peculiar feel-
ing which the sacredness of the subject

| 81ves Lo the inquirer, i, upon the who'e,

unfavorable 1o the impression of the Chris-
tian argument.  Had the subject not been
sacred, aud had the same tesimouy been
gi ven Lo the fiets that are conueeted with

I, we are satisficd that the Insiory of Je- |sed

Sus in the New Testament would have
been looked upon as the best suppoited
by evidence of any history that has come
down to us. It would assist us in appre.
cialing the evidence for the truth of the
gospel history, if we could conceive for a
toment, that Jesus, instead of being Lhe
founder of a new reiigion, had begn miere-
ly the founder of a new schggl ofphiloso-
pby, and that the diff-rent histories which
have come down 1o us had merely repre.
sented him as au extraordinary person,
who had rendered himself iilustrious
among his countrymen by the wisdom of
his sayings, aud the beueticence of his ac-
tions. We venture to say, that had this
been the case, a tenth part of the testimo-
ny which bas actually been given, would
bave been enough 1o satisfy us. Had itbeen
aquestion of mere erudition, where neither
a predilection in favor of a religion, nor
an antipathy aguinst it, could have im-
pressed a bias In any one direction, the
testimony, both in weight and in quaatity,
wou'd have been looked upon us quite
unexampled in the whole compass of an-
ctent literature.

To form a fair estimate of the strength
and decisiveness of the Christian argu-
ment, we should, if possible, divest our-
selves of all reference 10 religion, and
view the truth of the gospel history, pare-
ly as a question of erudition. If at the
outset of Lbe investigation we have a pre.
judice against the Christian religion, the
effect is obvious ; and without any refine-
ment of explanation, we see at oace how
such a prejudice must dispose us to an-
nex suspicion and distrust 1o the testimo-
ny of the Christian writers. But even
when the prejudice is on the side of Chris-
tianity, the etiect is unfavorable on a mind
that is at all scrupulous about the recti-
tude of its opinions. In these circum.
stances, the miud gets suspicious of nself,
It feels a predi'ection, and becomes appre-
hensive lest this predilection may have
dizposed it to cherish a particular conclu-
sion, independenily of the evidences by
which it is supported. Were it a mere
speculative question, in which the inter-
ests ol man, and :he attachments of his
heart had no share, he would feel greater
confidence in the result of his investiga-
tion. Butit is difficalt to separate the
moral impressions of piety, and it is no

silling in examination upon the other his-
torical documents that have come down to |
us from antiquity.

If two historical documents possess’
equal degrees of evidence, they should
produce equal degrees of conviction. But
if the object of the one be to establish
some fact connected with our religious
faith, while the object of the other is to es-
tablish some fact, about which we feel no
vther interest than (hat general curiosity
which is gratified by the solution of any
question in literature, this difference in the
object produces a difference of effiet in
the ieelings and tendencivs of the mind. —
It is impossible lor the mind, while it in-
quires into the evidence of a Christian doe-
ument, to abstain from all relerence tothe
important couclusion of the inquiry. And!
this will necessarily mingle its influence
with the arguments which engage its at-
tention. It may be of impoitauce 10 al.
tend to the feelings which are thus given
to the investigation, and in how fur they
have affected the impression of the Chris-
tiun argument,

We know it to be the opinion of some,
that in this way an undue advantage has
been given 1o that argument.  Justead of
a pure question of truth, it has been made
a question of sentiment; and the wishes
of the heart have mingled with the exer-
cises of the understanding. There i3 a
class of men who may feel disposed 1o
overraie its evidvnces, because they are
anxious 1o give every support and stabil-
ity 1o a system, which they conceive to be|
most intimately connected with the dear-
est hopes and wishes of humanity : be-
cause their imagination is carried away
by the sublimity ot its doctrines, or their |
 heart engaged by that amiable morality |

which is so mueh caleulated to™ improve
and adorn the face of society.

Now we are ready to admit, that as the
object of the inquiry is not the character,
|but the truth of Christianity, the philoso-
pher should be zareful to protect his mind
from the delusion of its charms. He
should separate the exercises of the un-
derstanding from _the tendencies of the
fancy or of the heart, He should be pre-
i pared 10 follow the light of evidence, tho’
|1t may lead him to conclusions the most |
painful and melancholy. He should train |
his mind to all the hardibood of abstract |
and vofeeling intelligence. He should
give up every thing 1o the sapremacy of |
argument, and be able to renouvnce, with-
out a sigh, all the tenderest possessions of
infaney, the moment that truth demands of
him the sicrifice. Let it be remewmbered,
however, that while one species of preju-
dice operates in favor of Christianity, an-
other prejudice operates agaiost it. "There
is a class of men who are repelled from

le investigation of jis evidences, becavse

| in his author,

less difficult to calculate their precise in-
fluence on the exercises of the understand-
ing. In the comnplex sentiment of atach-
ment and conviction, which he annexes to
the Christian religion, he finds it difficult
to say, how much is due to the tendencies
of the heart, and how much is due 10 the

pure and uumingled influence of argu-,

ment. His very anxiety for the truth,
disposes him to overrate the circumstances
which give a bias to his undersianding,
and through the whole process of the in-
quiry, he feels a suspicion and an embar-
rassument, which he would not have' felt,
had it been a question of ordinary erudi-
Lion,

The same suspicion which he attas
to himseif, he will be ready o atiach

circamstances. Now, every author who
writes in defence of Chrisianity, is sup-
posed to be a Chnistian ; and this, i
of every argument to the contrary, has
the actual effect of weakening the impres.
ston of his tesimony. This suspicién ef-
fects, in @ more renmarkable degree, the
testimony of the first writers on the side
of Christianity, In opposition 10 it, vou
have no doubt, to allege the circumstances
ander which the testimony was given ;—
the tone of sincerity which runs through
the perlormance of the author; the con-
currence of other testimonies; the perse-
cutions which were sustained in adherin

to them, aud which can be accounted for
on no other principle, than the power of
conscience and conviction ; and the utter
impossibility of imposing a false testimo-
ny on the worid, had they even been dis-
posed to do it. Suill there is a lurking
suspicion, which ofiten survives this
strength of all argument, and which it is
difficuli to get rid of, even afier it has been
demonstrated to be completely unreasons-
ble. Ie is a Christian. He is one of
the party. Am [ an infidel? [ persist
in distrusting the tesumony. Am | a
Christian 2 1 rejoice in the strength of it ;
but this very joy becomes maiter of sus-
picion to a scrupulous inquirer, He feels
something wmore than the concurrence of
kis belief iu the testinony of the writer,—
He caiches the infection of his piety and
his moral senthnents. In addition to the
acquirsence of the underslandiug. there is
a con amore leeling both in hiwself, and
which he had rather been
without, because he finds it difficut to
compute the precise amount of its influ-

ence; and the consideration of this re-

strains him from that clear and decided
conclusion, which hewounld intallibly bave
landed in, had it been purely a secular in-
vestigation,

There is something in the very sacred-
ness of the subject, which intimidates the
understanding, and restrains it from mak-
ing the same firm and coafident applica-

to : pel of Mauhew,
all whom he conceives 10 be in similar!

Iuon_of its faculties, which it would have
! fett qtselt periectly warranted 1o do, h.d i
 been a question of ordiuary history, Had
the aposiles been the discipies of Suine
{eminent pbilosopher, and the Lahers ol 1he

jchurch, their inmediate Succrssors in1he

(office of presiding over the discipline and

lusiruction of the numerous schools which
they bad established, this would have give
N a Secular compiexion 10 the argue ut,
which we think would hure been more
satislying 1o the mind, and ha ve impres.
upon it a closer aud more familiag
conviction of the bistory in question, We
should have immediately
comparison with the hisiory of wiher phi<
losophers, and cuuld nol bave Liiled 10
recognize, that, in mivuleness of informa.-
tion, in weight and quantity of evidence,
1o the concurrence of numerous and iude.
peudeat tes'imonies, and in the totul ab.
sence of every citcumstance that shou:d

dispose us to annex Susp:cion 10 the ue.
count which lay befure us, it

auy thing that bad come down 10 us from
anuquuy. It so happens, however, 1,
nstead of being the bistory of a philusg-
pher, it isthe history of a prophet. The
veneraliou we annex 10 the sacredoess of
such a charactery mingles with our be-
lief in the truth of his history. From a
question of simple truth, it” becomes a
gaestion in which the heart is luterested ;
and the subject [rom that mowent assumes
a certain holiwess and wyswry, wrich
veil the strengia of the urgument, und
takes off from that familiar and intimate
convicton which we annex to the far less
authenticated histories of profane authors.

It may be further observed, that every
part of the Christian argument has been
made 10 undergo a most severe scruliny,
The same degree of evidence which a
questions of ordivary history commands
lhe easy and universal ucquiescence of ev.
ery inquirer, has, in the subject belore ug,
been tuken most thoroughly to picees,
and pursued, both by friends and enemies,
into all its ramifications. The effect of
this is unquestionable. The genuineness
and authenticity of the profane historian,
are admiued vpon much iuferior evidence

pieces which make up the New ‘I'esta-
menl.  And why? Because the evidence
has been hitherto thought sufficient, and
the genuineness and authenticity have
never beea questioned.  Notso with ges.
pel history. Though its evidence ig pres
cisely the same in kind, and vasly supes
rior in degree to the evidence for the hise
tory of the profane writer, its evidence has
been questioned, and the very circume
stance of its being questioned has ansexed
a suspicion to it. At all points of the
question, there has been a struggle and a
controversy. Every ignorani objection,
and every rash qndy petulent observation,
has been taken vp and commented v

by the defenders of Christianity. There
hus at last been so much said about it, that
a general feeling of insecurity isapt 10 ac.
company the whole investigution. There
bas beea so iauch fighting, that Chrig.
tianity now is looked uvpon as debateable
ground. Other books, where the evi.
dence is much inlerior, but which have

,had the advamage of never being ques-

'tioned, are received as of established au-

thority, It is striking 10 observe the per-
fect confidence with which an iufidel will
| quote a passage (row au ancieut historian,
tle perhaps does not overrate the credit
due to him. But present him with a ta.
bellated and comparative view of all the
;evidences that cau be adduced for the gos-
and any profane histori.
an, which he chooses to fix upon, and |et
each distibet evidence be discussed uponl
| 00 other principle than the ordinary

in spite japproved principles of eriticism, we s

|sure bim that the sacred history would fag

value of its testimonies.

Lo illustration of the above remarks,
we can refer o the experience of those
who have attended to this examination.—
We agk them 10 recollect the satisfaction
which they felt, when they tame 10 those
parts of the examination, where the argu.
ment assumes a secular complexion, Let
us take the testimony of Tacitus for an
example. He alserts the execution of
our Savior in the reign of Tiberius, and
under the procuratorship of Pilate; the
temporary cheeck, which this gave 10 his
religion § is revival, and ihe progress it
had made, not only over Judea, but 10 1he
(city of Rome. Now all this is attested in
the Anpals of Tacitus. But it is also at-
‘tested in a far more direet and circume
' stantial maoner in the annals of another
‘author, in a book entitled the History
| the Acls of the Apostles by the Evangel-
\ist Luke.” Botk of these perioninances
carry on the very fuce of them the appear-
(ance ol unsuspicious and well-autheuticat.
(¢d documents, But there are several cirs
\cumstances, in which the tesiinony . of
i Euke possesses a decided odvantage over

the testimony of Tacitus, He was the
lcompanion of these very apostles, He
| was an eve witness 10 many of the evens
| recorded by bim. He had the advaniage
|over the Roman bistorian in tine and 1o
| place, and in personal knowledge of ma.
! ny of the circumsiances in his history .o
The genulneness of his psblication, 100,
aod the time of ite appearance, are fur bete
ter estublished, and by precisely that kind
of argument which is held decisive in ey-
ery o her question of erudition. Besides
all this, we huve the testimony  of at jeast
five of the Christian fathers, all of whom
bad the same, or a greater, advantage in
point of time than Tacitos, and who hada
much nearer and readier access to origin-

far surpussed

to what we can adduce for the different

outweigh the profaue in'the number and

%

brought it juig, - 4



